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BROADMEAD LOWER SCHOOL
Park Crescent, Stewartby, Bedford MK43 9NN
Telephone: 01234 768318 
e-mail: office@broadmeadlowerschool.co.uk
Headteacher:  Mrs S. Horobin BA Hons
SUMMER TERM 2020, NEWSLETTER No: 3
Friday 18th September 2020

Our September Value is Respect
Dear Parents and Carers,

We’ve all had a great week in school. 

The weather has been fabulous, which means we have taught lots of lessons outside and the children have received extra physical exercise in the sunshine. Our Panda and Puffin children are now in for a full day of learning.
Staggered Start and Pick Up Times
The staff and myself would like to thank you for your patience and understanding regarding the staggered ‘drop off’ and ‘pick up’ timings over the last two weeks. It is clear that this has become much quicker each day. Therefore, we would like to extend the times to allow each year group maximum time in school. 

The following times will apply from Monday 21st September:

Key Worker Children: 08:45 am start + 3:30pm finish

Bear Class: 08:50am start + 3:25pm finish

Elephant Class: 08:55am start + 3:20pm finish

Tiger Class: 09:00am start + 3:15pm finish

Badger Class: 09:05am start + 3:10pm finish

Puffin and Panda Class: 09:10am start + 2:45pm finish

Please note that siblings may arrive and depart at the same time as the eldest child in the family. 
Attendance, Illness or Contracting COVID 19

All children are required to attend school unless they are unwell. Any children not attending school will be recording as unauthorised absence unless we have been informed by parents that they are unwell. If your child is unwell for any reason please send an email to the school office each day that they are ill. Please adhere to the 48 hour rule: keeping children at home 48 hours from the last episode of sickness and diahorrea.
We have had lots of calls from worried and concerned parents regarding when to send in their children, when to keep them at home and at which point is the correct stage to go and get a COVID 19 test. We have endeavoured, like most schools, to keep you informed and answer your questions under the latest guidance. Bedford Borough has released a step by step flowchart for parents and children which clearly sets out the steps to take if your child shows any of the symptoms of COVID 19. They have also produced a Q+A sheet to answer any questions concerning the flow chart. These documents are attached to this newsletter for your reference and will be on our website. All schools in Bedford Borough will be following this flowchart in order to obtain consistency across our schools. Any inquiries to the school office will be answered by following and referring to these flowcharts.
Curriculum Focus for the Autumn Term

We are currently assessing your child for their maths, writing, reading, spelling and phonic levels to identify any lost learning during the lockdown period in order to plan a recovery curriculum for the remainder of this term. This will enable us to develop a robust intervention programme to close any gaps in learning that the children may have. You will be informed later this half term, by your child’s class teacher if your child will be requiring additional support in any areas of learning.
Our mental health and well-being JIGSAW curriculum, which we described in detail last week, is being taught daily in every class and this is successfully meeting the emotional needs of our children. This is allowing children many opportunities throughout the day to discuss, share and support each other with emotions and feelings.

If you are worried or concerned about any changes in your child’s behaviours or your family circumstances change please speak to their class teacher. Appointments can be made by email, through the school office.
Hot School Meals

At Broadmead, we are always dedicated to providing quality lunches for our children. During the lockdown, a packed lunch has been our only option available. We are in the process of organising for hot school meals to resume as soon as possible. We will need to stagger lunches for both children and staff in order to get three separate sittings and for the hall to be cleaned between each sitting. We have ordered extra tables as the guidance states that children will need to sit ’side on side’ and not opposite each other. Once the tables arrive, we will inform you of the intended start date for our hot meal provision.

After School Club

We are currently proactively organising a way in which we can open After School Club, whilst keeping the groups of children separate and safe under the current guidance. The terms and conditions of the club will require some changes such as; cost, provision, timings and numbers. We are keen to meet the needs of our working parents especially those who are key workers. Once we have successfully opened After School Club and ironed out any issues which may arise then we will open Breakfast Club. We are keen to get these additional services up and running as soon as possible. We will update you in next week’s newsletter. Thank you for your patience and understanding.
Mid-Day Supervisors
We still have two Mid-Day Supervisor positions available. Please see the information on our website or speak to Mrs Cornwall in the office.
European Day of Languages
We will be celebrating the European Day of Languages on Friday 25th September. This day is aimed at raising awareness of the importance of learning languages. We will have a focus on French this year and will share some photos of the children’s exciting learning next Friday on Twitter and the School Website.  
Class Teaching Teams

Parents have requested the list of class teachers to be re-circulated. I have pasted the list we published at the end of last term and added the support staff. 
Puffins: Miss Colandgelo + Miss Marotta

Pandas: Miss Seddon, Mrs Bilham (Thurs +Fri), Mrs Wilson (Mon-Wed), Mrs Chaplin, Miss Chamberlain, Mrs Lammin (from Oct 2020)

Badgers: Miss Jannat, Mrs Pope, Mrs McGriesh, Mrs Rugman

Tigers: Mrs LeNette (Mon-Thurs), Mrs Smith (Fri), Mrs Caligari

Elephants: Mrs Cosbie-Ross, Miss Jarra, Mrs Powell, Mrs Grey (pm’s), Mrs Packer (Mon-Wed), Miss Aston (am’s), Mrs Sullivan (Thurs + Fri)
Bears: Miss Longland + Mrs Casale

Mid-Day Supervisors: Mrs Sullivan, Mrs Rugman, Mrs Elliott, Miss Ransome, Mrs Shields

Reading Books

We are delighted to inform you that we have invested in a new online reading scheme called Bug Club Independent. We aim to have this up and running very quickly which will enable your child to read books at home to you. These books will be selected by your child’s class teacher and set at the correct reading level for your child. There are also comprehension questions to answer on each book so that teachers can still assess a child’s understanding of the text that they have read. We will share more details about this exciting new reading scheme next week. If you still have any reading books at home please can you return them to school. Your child will be reading daily in school but not bringing books home in line with the COVID 19 government guidance. 

Jotter Learn

We have had some questions about uploading work/ photos on to Jotter Learn so that children can share some of their fabulous learning with their teachers. To do this after logging on click on the files icon. At the top it will say upload file. Click on this, click on add file, select  where the file is on your device/ computer and then select start upload. It is very simple. There are some help sheets available when you login which explain this with photos.
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There is a link to Jotter Learn on the school website on the Pupils page. If you have forgotten your child’s login details please contact the school for it. Children in Pandas and Puffins will receive their logins shortly.
Please see table below for diary dates for this term. Any changes or additions will be in red type.
	Autumn Term Diary Dates for Parents

	Friday 25th September
	French Day

	Monday 28th September
	Bike to School Week

	Monday 5th October
	Walk to school Week

	Friday 16th October
	Flu Vaccinations YR to Y4 times TBC

	Monday 19th October
	Parent Consultation Week – dates and times TBC

	Monday 26th October
	HALF TERM

	Monday 16th November 
	Anti-Bullying Week

	Thursday 17th December
	Theatre of Widdershins - TBC

	Monday 21st December
	CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS

	Monday 4th January
	Training Day for Staff

	Tuesday 5th January
	SPRING TERM BEGINS


	Full Governing Body Meetings

	Wednesday 14th October
	

	Thursday 12th November
	

	Thursday 10th December
	

	Thursday 21st January
	

	Thursday 25th February
	

	Thursday 25th March
	

	Thursday 13th May
	

	Thursday 10th June
	

	Thursday 15th July
	


Have a fantastic weekend. 
Kind regards,
Mrs Horobin

Headteacher
Belonging, Learning Succeeding

